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ABOUT

The Asia Clean 
Energy Summit 
2016

“ACES provided 
Trina Solar a great 

opportunity to network 
and exchange ideas 

with industrial leaders 
and partners. It is 

worth mentioning that 
the topics discussed 
at the Clean Energy 

Leader’s Dialogue 
are very constructive 
and forward- looking, 
which is exactly what 
we have been working 
on. We appreciate this 
platform and look for-
ward to participating 

again.”

- Yang Tongtong, Public 
Affairs, Trina Solar -

The Asia Clean Energy Summit (ACES) 2016 was held from 

25 to 27 October 2016. With about 4,000 delegates and 

visitors to the conference and exhibition. The 2016 event 

entrenched thought leadership within the clean and 

renewable energy industry in Singapore to continue to 

create a more robust ecosystem.

Entitled “Harnessing Clean Energy for the Future”, this 

Summit brought together high-level global experts in 

the global solar and renewables space as part of its Clean 

Energy Leaders Dialogue. 

This year, we hosted a total of 65 industry thought leaders 

from across the globe sharingtheir perspectives on clean 

energy in Asia.

ACES 2016 witnessed a few first for Singapore. It

brought together the 26th International Photovoltaic 

Science and Engineering Conference (PVSEC-26) for 

the first time in Asia. The hosting of PV Asia conference 

embraced the theme of Solarising Asean. The 2nd and 

3rd were the Asian Wave and Tidal Energy Conference 

(AWTEC) 2016 and the Asian Conference on Energy, Power 

and Transportation Electrification (ACEPT) 2016 under 

the ACES umbrella. This resulted in ACES covering a wider 

range of topics for discussion.

The Inaugural ACES exhibition was also added in 2016. The 

exhibition was a success with a total of 71 exhibitors from 

all over the globe.
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The ACES Conference saw a very high level 
of middle to upper management taking 
part. A total of 45%1 were at ACES. It also 
saw delegates from a total of 51 countries 
participating in the conference. 

Delegates mainly came from Southeast Asia, which reinforces the 
strength of ACES as being the leading conference in the region.

KEY
FIGURES

1 CEOs, Professors, Directors and Managers



PARTICIPANTS

CEOs - 11% 

Directors - 18%

Managers - 11%

Executives - 28%

Professors - 5%

Students - 18%

Others - 9%

9ACES 2016 Key Figures

*Geographical breakdown by region

*Breakdown by designation

REGIONS

74%
Asia

4%
Australia

17%
Europe

3%
USA and
Canada

2%
Middle 

East
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OVER-
    VIEW

1. Joint Opening
Ceremony

2. Clean Energy
Leader’s Dialogue

 “The conference was 
superbly organised, 

the numerous exhibits 
were extensive and the 
event venue was ideal.” 

- Vincent Perez,  
CEO,  Altenergy -

Minister for the Environment and Water Resources,  

Mr Masagos Zulkifli graced the occasion as the Guest-of-

Honour. In his speech, he emphasized how clean energy 

solutions will play a crucial role in Singapore as it works 

towards a carbon-constrained future. In this context,  

the Minster gave an insightful update on Singapore’s  

first floating solar system located on the western 

Tengeh Reservoir.

ACES 2016 broke new ground on several fronts in terms 

of becoming the de facto forum and exhibition in clean 

energy technology. ACES drew industry experts as well as 

leading scientists and researchers in solar photovoltaic 

technologies alongside bringing together the best of 

minds in clean energy.

The dialogue session witnessed knowledge leaders such 

as Mr Bambang Susantono, Vice President for Knowledge 

Management and Sustainable Development, ADB and Mr 

John Smirnow, Secretary-General, Global Solar Council 

providing the keynote addresses. 

Top utility leaders, PV manufacturers from Singapore and 

China, policy professionals and news agencies, financing 

and standards institutions were involved in a very lively 

panel discussion. The industry leaders took part in 

two panel sessions. The first was on renewable energy 

integration and storage. The second, on solar trends and 

solutions and exchanging best practices in the clean 

energy industry in the clean energy industry.



12

OVER-
    VIEW

3. Solarising  
Singapore & Asia

4. PV Asia
Financial Summit

Given Singapore’s strategic location in the Asian Sunbelt, 

the cost of electricity and the falling prices for solar 

panels. With this mix, it has resulted in the growing 

interest for the adoption of solar PV over the years. 

The announcement of the SolarNova programme by 

the government, with a proposed 350 MW installed on 

government buildings by 2020, has made Singapore an 

attractive market for both local and international solar 

companies and financial institutions. Solarising Singapore 

and Asia provided a platform for adopters of solar to hear 

from the experts and understand not only the technology 

but also the business model present within Singapore.

The panel session had local leading solar companies, 

research institutes, government agencies and demand 

response companies. 

Solarising Asia, a first for ACES, brought together clean 

energy leaders from Singapore and Asia to talk about 

exploring strategic solar development opportunities in 

the growing markets. Speakers for the panel had 

individuals from the Philippines and India, both countries 

with renewable energy targets, sharing their insights on 

growth in their markets.

The PV Asia Financial Summit helped shape the regional 

solar energy market through knowledge exchange with 

key influencers. The forward-looking agenda was 

designed to enable decision makers to stay up to date 

ACES 2016 Conference Overview
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“The PV Asia Financial Summit helped 
shape the regional solar energy 

market through knowledge exchange 
with key influencers.” 
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OVER-
    VIEW

4. PV Asia Financial  
Summit (Cont’d)

5. Asian Conference on Energy,  
Power & Transportation Electrification 
(ACEPT) 2016

with the latest developments and opportunities. In this 

regard, there was strategic insights from the region’s 

solar project developers, private investors, multilateral 

agencies, insurers, and industry players, as they tackled 

the most relevant issues: optimal business models for 

bankability, risk mitigation, quality assurance, project 

insurance and best practices for raising various types of 

financing.

The first Asian Conference on Energy, Power and 

Transportation Electrification (ACEPT) was held as part 

of ACES and brought together world leading experts to 

present emerging topics on electrification of power, 

energy, and transportation. ACEPT 2016 is co-sponsored 

by IEEE Transportation Electrification Community, Power 

Electronics Society and Power and Energy Society.

ACES 2016 Conference Overview
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Internet of Things (IoT) is the next generation of 
the internet. It is a global system of IP-connected 
computer networks, sensors, actuators, 
machines, and devices. Merging the physical

world with the virtual world of the internet and with software 
enables companies and consumers to create new services that are 
founded on web-based business models.

(IoT)
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OVER-
    VIEW

6. The Digital World & 
the Future of Energy

The energy world of today is moving towards 

decentralization and digitalization. Power generation 

from huge numbers of renewable energy systems and 

virtual power plants needs to be fed into distribution 

networks. Stationary storage and electric cars will play 

a part in supporting the grid and unlocking the higher 

penetration of renewables. Consumers will use energy 

in more efficient ways, while at the same time enjoying 

more functionality and comfort from systems in their 

homes. The integration of communication systems 

in infrastructure is a key requirement for networking 

between smart meters, smart grids, smart homes and 

e-mobility. Singapore power, taking the lead in this 

revolution had Mr Samuel Tan, Chief Digital Officer, had 

the keynote address on cutting edge electricity grids. 

In the digital world, the key considerations that must 

be worked out to foster customer acceptance of smart 

technologies are the smooth interoperability between 

these different systems, information security, and 

data protection to enable optimized operation and 

performance. Standards will help guide developments 

in these fields and serve as a reference point for main 

stakeholders such as customers, financiers and insurers.

To ensure inter-operability of the different technologies, 

standards must be laid down and security is of vital 

concern with more unforeseen angles of hacking. Mr 

Ansgar Hinz, CEO, VDE spoke on this which was also a 

keynote address.

ACES 2016 Conference Overview
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EXHI-
BITION

1. Exhibition Overview

This year was the inaugural exhibition for ACES. The 

Exhibition had 15 Singapore companies exhibiting under 

the Singapore Pavilion showcasing the expertise from 

Singapore, 41 companies from all over Europe exhibited 

under the banner of EU Business Avenue Programme with 

the remaining booths exhibiting on their own coming 

from across the globe. In total, there were 71 exhibitors 

with total area of 800 sqm. 

The exhibition was very successful with very positive 

feedback from the exhibitors.

The exhibition has complemented the conference 

whereby participants can visit booths to know the 

development of technologies and to seek potential 

partnerships.

ACES Exhibition
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2016’s inaugural exhibition for ACES had 
15 Singapore companies exhibiting under 
the Singapore Pavilion showcasing the 
expertise from Singapore, 41 companies 
from Europe that exhibited under the 

banner of EU Business Avenue Programme and the remaining 
booths exhibiting on their own coming from across the globe. 

KEY
FIGURES
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VISITORS

CEOs - 11% 

Directors - 18%

Managers - 18%

Executives - 28%

Professors - 4%

Students - 12%

Others - 9%

*Breakdown of visitors by region

*Breakdown of visitors by designation

REGIONS

ACES 2016 Key Figures (Exhibition)

81%
Asia

3%
Australia

12%
Europe

3%
USA and
Canada

1%
Middle 

East
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3. MOU Signing with Smart 
Future Labs Zrt and SEAS

At the exhibition, an MOU was signed between Smart 

Future Labs Zrt, a wholly owned subsidiary of MVM 

Group, which is the largest state owned power company 

in Hungary. The MOU was signed by Mr Zsolt Bertalan, 

CEO of Smart Future Labs Zrt and Ms Kavita Gandhi, 

Executive Director, SEAS. It was witnessed by H. E. Dr 

István Szerdahelyi, Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary from the Hungarian Embassy and Mr 

Edwin Khew, Chairman, SEAS.

EXHI-
BITION

ACES 2016 ACES Exhibition



“An MOU was signed between Smart 
Future Labs Zrt, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of MVM Group, which 
is the largest state owned power 

company in Hungary.” 

23ACES 2016 ACES Exhibition
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MEDIA
RES-
PONSE

The Media
Coverage 2016

ACES 2016 and it umbrella events attracted an 

unprecedented amount of coverage in national dailies, 

trade media and online platforms from Singapore to the 

other parts of Southeast Asia, North Asia and the Middle 

East. There was coverage in both tier-one and tier two 

media, amounting to a total of 68 placements. 

Three media releases were issued in total for the 2016 

event, incorporating insights from all major participants 

under the ACES 2016 conferences and exhibitions. Several 

strategic interviews were also conducted.
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FEED-
BACK
& 
CON-
CLUSI
ON

The End of
ACES 2016

ACES 2016 ended on a high note, with a strong growth in 

the number of local and regional/international visitors 

over the preceding year. The conference and exhibition 

organizers could attract many distinguished speakers who 

shed their insights in the state of renewable energy in 

Singapore and the region today.

In the final event survey, a total of 89% of all attendees 

rated ACES 2016 as good-to-excellent. Then platform 

also garnered excellent ratings in the ability to provide 

attendees an opportunity to network as well as interact 

with senior management. 

Looking ahead, ACES 2016 will drive the momentum 

towards ACES 2017.

It will be the must-to-go event as it aims to propel 

partnerships between industry, government, and 

academia. It is hoped that these partnerships will 

continue to grow and we will see a greater adoption 

of clean energy and that it will create many new 

opportunities for clean energy projects and attract more 

investments. Together we can build the future sustainable 

smart cities.

“This is our third time 
participating in Asia 

Clean Energy Summit 
and we have received 

positive feedback 
from customers and 

prospects. As REC 
strives towards greater 
innovation for the solar 

industry, we have also 
found this event to be 

a great platform to 
educate, engage and, 

more importantly, 
establish our brand 

with buyers.”

- Torgeir Ulset,  
Vice President Sales, 

Asia Pacific Region, REC -
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ASIA CLEAN
ENERGY
SUMMIT 2017

We look forward to welcoming you at

For more information,
contact Nor Azlyn Supingi
Tel: 6338 8578
secretariat@asiacleanenergysummit.com

www.asiacleanenergysummit.com

24 – 25 OCTOBER 2017
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