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About the Asia Clean Energy Summit 2015
The 2nd Asia Clean Energy Summit (ACES 2015) was held from the 27 - 28 October, and
saw 915 participants from more than 30 countries attend. ACES held discussions on topics
like integrating renewables to the grid, new financing models for clean energy and how
Singapore can reach 1,000MW of solar capacity. Besides these topics there was a range of
technology tracks including PV, offshore renewables, alternative energy pathways, and
Smart Grids, Sustainable Mobility & Renewable Energy Integration.
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Speakers from some of the top clean energy firms, academic institutes, banks and
government bodies contributed to engaging panel discussions. This year’s ACES saw an
increase in the number of C-suite speakers and out of the 23 sponsors, 10 were sponsors
last year.
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Conference Overview

Opening Ceremony

Minister S Iswaran, Minister for Trade and Industry (Trade) graced the occasion as our
Guest of Honour and witnessed the signing ceremony between SEAS, ADB and IE
Singapore for the Sustainable Energy Centre of Excellence (SECOE). Minister Iswaran also
announced that new cleantech investments secured by the EDB this year in solar, fuel cells,
smart grids and testing services. The investments by Gräss Energy, Intelligent Energy,
Omnetric Group, Accenture, and DNV GL will, over the next five years create more than
100 professional jobs and S$150 million in cumulative business spending.

Clean Energy Leaders’ Dialogue

The Clean Energy Leaders’ Dialogue brought together CEOs and business leaders who
discussed how renewables can be integrated into the grid and business models for solar.
Panellists agreed that policymakers need to focus on developing strong regulatory
frameworks and attractive prices for intermittent sources of renewable energy to be
integrated into the grid.
Ma. Carmela D. Locsin, Director General of ADB, said in her opening remarks that
if governments, businesses, and investors collaborate to resolve the technical and
policy barriers to clean energy adoption, addressing the energy issues in Asia will
not be such an uphill task.

The panellists also identified energy storage, demand response, and data analytics as
solutions with the most potential in the sector, with David Walker, CEO of DNV GL, saying
that demand response could “remain a ‘holy grail’ for utilities and governments”.
“It was an important conference looking to anticipate what "new energy" mapped
onto Asia looks like, what it means in terms of infrastructures and more. It was
particularly interesting to hear from European utilities and technology providers
who are already deeply impacted and have no choice but to offer more distributed
power, efficiency, etc.”
– Dr. Henri Winand, CEO, Intelligent Energy

Solarising Singapore

Potential solar adopters were invited for this session as Solarising Singapore aims to let
them hear directly from solar panel makers, installers, developers, and financiers. Goh
Chee Kiong, Executive Director of Cleantech at the Economic Development board also
gave an overview of Singapore’s solar landscape, and shared Singapore’s key solar
initiatives and business models for companies looking to embark on solar projects.

Solar leasing is currently the most popular business model, but Thomas Reindl, Deputy
CEO of the Solar Energy Research Institute of Singapore also mentioned green electricity
retailing, which is set to grow in Singapore with the government’s intention to give
consumers more choices.
“Solarising Singapore provided an excellent introduction to several solar
companies operating in Singapore. From the conference we made excellent
contacts, and plan to have solar energy provided to several of our buildings
under a solar leasing scheme by early 2016. Utilising solar energy not only helps
us reduce our operating costs, but also reduces our carbon footprint, and allows
us to participate in Singapore’s drive to a sustainable future”
– Geoff James, Asset Manager, Store It Asia Pacific Ltd

PV Asia Financial Summit

The PV Asia Financial Summit had a full day programme packed with panels discussing
hot topics of the industry: the solar market in Asia, project financing in Asia, innovative
financing solutions, and building a quality PV project. The panellists noted the growing

popularity financing models like green bonds and yieldcos, and explored other possible
models like crowdfunding which has been growing outside Asia.
“Following two very interesting keynote presentations, I had the pleasure of
moderating a discussion on how developing markets enter the next growth phase.
The diverse panel engaged our audience with insights from several perspectives,
triggering a series of questions from the floor. I look forward to ACES 2016.”
– Mr. Christophe Inglin, Managing Director, Energetix

In building a quality PV project, the panellists discussed issues they faced when
developing renewable energy projects, how to mitigate these issues and what a good
project needs. Faced with tight deadlines and having to deal with local standards and
habits of utility companies panellists recommended working with a local partner with
sufficient manpower, capability and stamina to complete the project.
PV Asia Scientific Conference

PV Asia 2015 provided a platform to learn about the latest developments in PV materials,
cells, modules, systems and grid integration. Top academics from around the world
shared their insights and showcased the latest trends in photovoltaics, and discussed how
these solutions can be implemented. PV modules are steadily decreasing in price and
increasing in power. This, together with the growing adoption of solar PV electricity in
Singapore and ASEAN, offers exciting business opportunities for solar companies.

RE Asia Tracks

The RE Asia tracks consisted of: The Alternative Energy Pathways Track, Offshore
Renewable Energy Track, and the Smart Grids, Sustainable Mobility & Renewable Energy
Integration Track. These tracks served as a platform for the discussion and exchange of
knowledge about how to utilize alternative energy and smart infrastructure to reduce
carbon footprint. The Energy Storage track was also held to discuss how energy storage
can support the growth of renewables and how energy storage can develop through the
use of standards and risk assessment.

Feedback on the RE Asia track speakers:

Smart Grids, Sustainable
Mobility, and Renewable
Energy Integration

Alternative Energy
Pathways

Offshore Renewable Energy

Showcase Area

“REC is delighted to be the luncheon sponsor at ACES 2015. Through our
participation at ACES, we hope to interest, educate and engage the audience
to learn more about solar energy. REC’s vision has always been about
helping every person to benefit from electricity directly from the sun.”
– Mr. Steve O’Neil CEO, REC
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Feedback and Conclusion

The total number of local and regional delegates, speakers and
sponsors grew in 2015, further developing ACES as a regional
conference. We had many distinguished speakers who
shared their insights and discussed our energy needs now
and for the future. Many felt that ACES was well organised
and the speakers were knowledgeable.

We will be taking this agenda forward in
2016, where we will see more activity and
growth as we will be hosting the Asia
PVSEC, and the Asia Wave and Tidal
Energy Conference (AWTEC) alongside
ACES and expanding our showcase to a full exhibition. Renewable energy and energy
efficiency companies will be able to showcase their technologies and services on a bigger
stage to potential customers from all over Asia.
ACES aims to drive partnerships between industry, government, and academia. It is hoped
that these partnerships will continue to grow and we will see a greater adoption of clean
energy and that it will create many new opportunities for clean energy projects and attract
more investments. Together we can build the future sustainable smart cities.

